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SUBJECT: SULTAN'S INTEREST IN SATELLITE TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT 
PURPOSES 

SUMMARY: SULTAN QABOOS WANTS A THOROUGH BRIEEING ON USE OF REMOTE 
SENSING AND SATELLITE IMAGERY TO LOCATE NATURAL RESOURCES. HIS 
IMMEDIATE INTEREST IS IN DETERMINING UNDERGROUND WATER AVAILABILITY 
IN DHOEAR, EXTENDING LATER TO WATER AND MINERALS IN NORTHERN OMAN. 
POST RECOMMENDS EXPEDITIOUS RESPONSE THAT WILL INCLUDE SOLID 
LAYMAN'S BRIEFING ON THIS TECHNOLOGY, PROS AND CONS OF USING THE 
TECHNIQUE IN OMAN, AND SOME INDICATION OF POSSIBLE SOURCES AND 
COSTS. END SUMMARY. 

1. SULTAN'S EQUERRY, BRIG. TIM LANDON, HAS OUTLINED TO AMBASSADOR 
THE SULTAN'S KEEN PERSONAL INTEREST IN LEARNING WHETHER THERE IS 
A ROLE FOR REMOTE SENSING TECHNOLOGY IN ASSESSING OMAN'S NATURAL 
RESOURCES. HE ASKED LANDON TO FIND OUT IF USG WOULD TELL HIM THE 
STAGE THIS NEW TECHNOLOGY HAS REACHED AND WHETHER IF MIGHT BE 
FEASIBLE FOR OMAN TO USE IT TO SPEED UP EFFORTS TO LOCATE AND 
MEASURE WATER AND MINERAL RESOURCES. IMMEDIATE FOCUS OF 
SULTAN'S ATTENTION IS ASSESSMENT OF HYDROLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS 
OF THAT PART OF DHOFAR EXTENDING FROM RAINFED MOUNTAIN REGION 
NORTHWARD TO EDGE OF DESERT SANDS EXTENDING EROM SAUDI ARABIS. 

AS DESCRIBED BY LANDON, HM EEELS SATELLITE TECHNOLOGY IS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MUSCAT 00379 040726Z 

WORTH A CAREFUL LOOK NOW, ESPECIALLY IE ITS USE MIGHT 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


SHORTEN INVESTIGATION AND ASSESSMENT TIMES REQUIRED BY 
MORE TRADITIONAL METHODS. 

2. LANDON SAID SULTAN WOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR WHATEVER 
INFORMATION WE MIGHT PROVIDE AND IN WHATEVER FASHION MADE 
MOST SENSE TO US. HM WANTS IN THIS INSTANCE TO DEAL WITH 
SUBJECT THROUGH LANDON RATHER THAN NORMAL MINISTERIAL CHANNEL. 

3. AMBASSADOR RECALLED USGS 1973-74 FIELD WORK IN OMAN AND 
ITS PROJECT REPORT "MINERAL DEPOSITS AND GEOLOGY OF NORTHERN 
OMAN," BY COT, EM AN AND BAILEY. SAID THAT WHILE THEIR 
RECOMMENDATIONS DID NOT GO INTO REMOTE SENSING TECHNOLOGY, 

A REVIEW OF THAT REPORT MIGHT BE GOOD INTRODUCTION TO QUESTION 
OF WHERE OMAN SHOULD GO FROM HERE REGARDING MINERALS 
EXPLORATION. (LANDON WAS UNAWARE OF USGS REPORT BUT WE 
PROVIDED HIM A COPY; AS WASHINGTON KNOWS, COPIES WERE 
PROVIDED LAST SPRING TO PETROLEUM/MINERALS MINISTRY, AND 
DIRECTLY TO HM BY AMBASSADOR.) AMBASSADOR ALSO INFORMED 
LANDON OF US PROGRAM OF INTERNATIONAL REMOTE SENSING WORKSHOPS 
AT SIOUX FALLS AND OF OMAN MINERALS ADVISER ISMAIL EL-BOUSHI'S 
EXPRESSED INTEREST IN SUBJECT, WHICH AT LEAST IN PART 
FOUNDERED ON QUESTION OF PARTIAL USG FINANCING OF OMANI 
PARTICIPATION (75 MUSCAT 1222 AND 75 STATE 269998). 

4. COMMENT. THIS APPROACH COMES FROM PALACE AND MERITS 
PROMPT RESPONSE. AS TO POSSIBLE UTILITY OF THIS TECHNOLOGY 
FOR OMAN'S RESOURCE EVALUATION AND DEVELOPMENT EFFORT, WE 
SUGGEST VIEWS OE DRS. COLEMAN AND BAILEY MIGHT BE 
PARTICULARLY VALUABLE BECAUSE OF THEIR FAMILIARITY WITH 
OMANI SCENE AND ITS FLEDGLING GEOLOGIC AND WATER 
INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS. PERHAPS A USGS OFEICIAL CURRENTLY 
WORKING SAUDI ARABIA OR IRAN IS THOROUGHLY CONVERSANT 
WITH THIS TECHNOLOGY AND, AFTER APPROPRIATE COMMUNICATIONS 
LIAISON WITH WASHINGTON, COLEMAN AND BAILEY, COULD TRAVEL 
HERE EOR IN-COUNTRY PERSONALIZED BRIEFING OF THE SULTAN. 

HOWEVER THE INEORMATION MAY BE PROVIDED, WE THINK IT SHOULD 
INCLUDE A CLEAR STATEMENT IN LAYMAN'S TERMS OF JUST WHAT THIS 
TECHNOLOGY CAN AND CANNOT DO IN A SITUATION SUCH AS OMAN'S, 

AND-IF IT SEEMS FEASIBLE HERE-HOW IT WOULD BE OBTAINED AND 
AT WHAT COST. BRIEFING OBVIOUSLY MUST ALSO MENTION WHATEVER 
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PARALLEL EFFORTS ALONG MORE TRADITIONAL INVESTIGATIVE LINES 
MUST GO HAND-IN-HAND WITH REMOTE SENSING IN ORDER TO PRODUCE 
WORTHWHILE RESULTS. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: WOULD WELCOME EARLY CONSIDERATION IN 
WASHINGTON, AND ADVICE ON HOW STATE AND USGS BELIEVE THIS REQUEST 
MIGHT BEST BE MET. 

WOLLE 
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